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CONVMIPREHENSION
ONTONS S NS

Comprehension is defined as "intentional thinking during which
meaning is constructed through interactions between text and reader"
(Harris & Hodges, 1995). Readers get meaning from text when they
engage in intentional, pro blem solving thinking processes. The data
suggest that text comprehension is enhanced when readers actively
relate the ideas represented in print to their own knowledge and
experiences and construct mental representations in memory. The
Positive Eng agement Projectds r e @amprehgnsiom ct i vi t
Shuffle , allows kids to use their own awareness and know -how to
create logical interpretation s as they read whole group, small group,

with a partner, or individually.

There is a ton of research on reading comp rehension and as it
should be, much of it has been grounded in the studies of good readers.
Good readers are both purposeful and active as they read; not just
passive participants . They use their experiences and knowledge of the
world, vocabulary, langua ge structure, and reading strategies to make
sense of the text and know how to get the most out of it. They know
when they have problems with understanding and how to resolve these
problems as they occur. Comprehension Shuffle is set up as a way to
give all types of readers a fu n way of using different comprehension

strategies to help them improve their understanding  of the text.
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In general, the evidence suggests that teaching a combination of
reading comprehension techniques is the most effective. When s tudents
use them appropriately, they assist in recall, question answering,
guestion generati on, and summarization o f texts. Here is a list of

comprehension strategies in Comprehension Shuffle

Story Elements: Characters
Story Elements: Setting
Questionin g: On the Surface Questions and Answers
Questioning: Under the Surface Questions and Answers
Summarizing: One Word Summary
Summarizing: Retell in Own Words
Summarizing: Retell Using Props
Summarizing: Retell Using Gestures
Aut hords Purpose
Clarifying: Text to Self
Clarifying : Text to Text
Clarifying : Text to World
Cause and Effect
Fiction or Nonf iction
Inferring: Make a Prediction
Genre
Point of View: Perspective
Main Idea and Supporting Details
Sequencing: What Has Happened Up To Now
Fact or Opinion
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What is Comprehension Shuffle and how does it work ?

The nice thing about Comprehension Shuffle Is that you can
use AS MANY or AS FEW of the comprehension skill cards as you like.
If you are a 1 st grade teacher, you may want to focus on five or six of t he
cards in the shuffle. On the other hand, if you are an upper grade

teacher, you may wantto use allofthem ; 1t 6s totally up to

After you have introduced a number of the comprehension skills,
give the groups, or pairs, a set of comprehension cards. If you are
wor king on five <c¢ompr ecdhearacters, gattingsr&telll | s ,
in own words, main id ea/supporting details, and genre , you would have
a pile of comprehension cards of those skills (more than one of each
card, so it truly is a s huffle of comprehension skills). Have the students
shuffle the cards and place them face down in a pile in the middle of the
table.

The idea of Comprehension Shuffle is that you read a little and
then you explain what you just read. The comprehensio n cards give the
students a random comprehension skill to perform. If you are working
with younger students, have them read a sentence or two and then turn
over a comprehension card. Whatever is on that card (one of the five
aforementioned skills) is wha t that s tudent has to do and explain to
their group or partner. After the student , and or group, has completed
their task, they place the card on the bottom of the pile and the next
person reads. After they read a sentence or two, they do the same thing

as the first reader.
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If you are working with older students, you may have them read a
paragraph and then turn over a comprehension card, or maybe an
entire page, depending on the ability of the students. The process
continues as readers take turns reading . Since there are multiple
comprehension skills and multiple cards of those skills,
Comprehension Shuffle Is a fun way to give our students a purpose

and be active as they read.

You can use the comprehension cards as you read whole or small
group, with partners, or individually ( but we prefer when the students
are interacting with other students). Before you can set your kids off to
use the cards from Comprehension Shuffle , it is imperative that you
introduce each skill and strategy and give your stude nts many
examples of what you are looking for. We have included a large (8 ¥z by
11 inch) version of the comprehension card so you can show it to your
class as you introduce the skill . It is an exact representation of the

smaller version used in  Comprehen sion Shuffle

We will go through each of the comprehension cards one at a time
and give you examples of what it could look like in your classroom.
Before we do that, | et ds use this samp
comprehension activities in Comprehension Shuffle . We have chosen
a folktale from India, but the great thing about Comprehension

Shuffle is that it is intended to use with all types of reading.
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A Folktale f rom India

The Hidden Treasure

Many years ago a very poor peasant bought a plot of land. One day
while he was plowing it, he came upon an iron box that was buried

in the soil. When he opened it, he was astonished to discover that it
was filled with valuable gemstones and coins made of silver and
gold.

Since he owned the land
where it was found, he could
have kept the treasure for
himself. But the peasant was
a truly honest man. He at
once went to the person from
whom he had bought the land
and showed him the treasure.
oWhat is this?06 asked the
previous owner of the plot.
The peasant told him the
story of how the treasure was
found.

But the previous owner

refused to accept iIt, saying, 0The t
| had found it. | think it must have been hidden in the plot by my

ancestors. As you have found it,itbe | ongs t o you. 0

Finally, the two men decided to divide the treasure into two equal

parts. The peasant and the previous owner of the plot would each
take half.

Those were the days when people were not greedy.
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