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Five Finger Phonics Is a method to teach letter sounds in a way that students can  truly use as they begin to

read. The gestures associated with the images in Five Finger Phonics  fullyinvolve t he st udent 0s
mouth and body as they learn phonemic awareness, the alphabet, and how to read, write, and spell. The key
difference with Five Finger Phonics Is that each body movement, or gesture, can be done on one hand (or less),
where most programs incorporate full body gestures that generally ask the students to use both arms and
sometimes get out of their seats and integrate their entire bodies. Full body gestures are fun, but can be
difficult f or a student to use as they hold a book and read . By creating gestures that can be done on one hand ,

we leave the other hand available to track the w ords in the book as they are reading.

The idea of Five Finger Phonics came over a decade ago when a classroom of twenty ESL Kindergarten
students coul dn o tgesturesimctlieie averyiddy eeadimgl dt as with that in mind that Five
Finger Phonics  was created. If the reader could make the gesture s with one hand, or less, then they could
track with their other hand and never lose the flow needed to put the sound s together to read words. As you
read you will notice that The Positive Engagement Project has outline d suggestions on how to use the

images and gestures with your students.
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What Are Five Finger Phonics Learning Bricks ?

Five Finger Phonics Learning Br icks are a combination of images and movements, both used in conjunction
to introduce and teach a letter sound. Letters are symbols and are very abstract for young children. The more
abstract learning is, the less the students understand and remember. Our goal is to make this less abstract.

The first card shows the sound and how it is written. Below is an example of the Aa card (notice there are two

Five Finger Phonacs Sound Learnm Bruk

separate cards).

The Five Finger Phonics Sound Learning
Brick shows the sound in both upper and

lower case forms.

Colored boarder identifies if the letter/sound
is a consonant or vowel. Vowels are
identified in purple, while consonants are
represented in red.
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